
Die neue Generation präanalytischer Probennahme-Systeme

Polywipes™

Effektivste mikrobiologische Probenahme für
alle Oberflächen in der Lebensmittel- und
Pharmaindustrie

• Befeuchtete Kratzschwämme

• Maximale Wiederfindung von
Mikroorganismen

• Für alle Oberflächen geeignet

• Einzelverpackt oder in Polycon®-
Behälter

• Für alle Mikroben geeignet

• Kompatibel mit konventionellen
und molekularbiologischen
Verfahren



Polywipes™

Environmental sampling is an essential tool for monitoring
the effectiveness of hygiene control measures in the 
food industry, and the prevention of foodborne illness.
Residues of organic material on food contact surfaces
provide nutrients for bacteria which can combine to form
biofilms	which	may	not	be	completely	removed	during	
cleaning, and it is essential to monitor the microbial load
to ensure cleaning is effective, and pathogens are absent.

Polywipes™ are sterile premoistened  blue sponge swabs
for easy and effective sampling for the enumeration of
microorganisms, and the detection of pathogens such as
Listeria and Salmonella. The sponge format is convenient
for	sampling	larger	flat	or	irregularly	shaped	surfaces.
The bright blue colour of the sponge material is highly
visible, to ensure easy detection and removal if it should 

be dropped in 
a work area.
Polywipes™ are
manufactured
using a special
sponge material
which contains
no inhibitory
substances, to
ensure maximum
recovery and
optimum detec-
tion of all
microorganisms.

Conventional sponge materials contain inhibitory
substances such as orthophenylphenol, sulphur, and
quaternary ammonium compounds, either by design, 
or left by the manufacturing process. Some of these
chemicals are also used in the food industry for sa-
nitation. These can kill or damage any microorganisms
picked up and therefore prevent their recovery and
detection in the laboratory.

The sponge is
premoistened in a
phosphate buffer,
and individually 

sealed in an easy 

to open peel 
pouch.  Using sterile

disposable gloves 
(which can be supplied)

the sponge is used to 
sample the surface being
tested. 

Because the amount of liquid
within the sponge is large in comparison to any traces
of disinfectant, any antimicrobial substances in the
sample are instantaneously diluted to levels well below
lethality. The sponge is then placed in a suitable bag 
or container and taken to the laboratory for analysis.
Polywipe™ sponges are particularly suitable for samp-
ling larger surface areas, such machines, vats, work
tables, and conveyor belts.

Polywipes™ are available in a range of formats to suit most
applications
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